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Marquardt develops innovative solutions for agricultural machines 

Powerful in any field 

Rietheim-Weilheim, in November 2019. Dust, water, vibration, heat, cold, 

durability – farmers need robust machines on which they can rely on in 

any situation. Marquardt develops operating components and switch 

systems for off-road-vehicles that can withstand even extreme conditions. 

Still the design and ease of use leaves no wishes unfulfilled.  

Cross-industry synergies 

The mechatronics specialist has decades of experience as an innovative 

partner to the automotive and power tool industries. Thomas Hengstler, 

Global Key Account Manager Off-Road at Marquardt, explains, “In the 

agricultural machinery sector, the trend today goes towards high-tech 

operating components whose complexity, versatility and appearance must 

meet similar requirements to those of car manufacturers. With our know-

how, we can create cross-industry synergies that benefit customers from 

all sectors. In doing so we serve the whole spectrum of components, from 

rocker switches up to highly modern digital solutions.”  

Global footprint with local touch  

The components for agricultural machines are usable worldwide because 

Marquardt is well positioned internationally with their production locations 

in four continents. The company produces in the market for the market, 

which is a proven recipe for success that has also paid off in other 

business segments. “Due to the short distances to our customers on site, 

we can develop specific solutions in close dialogue, which then also fit the 

respective field of application of the agricultural machine.” says Thomas 

Hengstler. Since the climatic and geographical conditions in Africa and 

Asia are known to be quite different from those in North America and 

Europe, production and development face different challenges. Developing 

countries place the highest priority in robustness and functionality, while 

customers in industrialized countries have an additional focus on design. 

Marquardt's close proximity to the customer markets also better-enables it 
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to take culture-specific differences into account, such as the wishes of 

Chinese customers, who sometimes have different design requirements 

from those of Europeans.  

Efficiency and individuality through platforms 

Marquardt follows a worldwide platform approach for operating 

components. In doing so the development times are shortened and the 

flexibility on the market increased. At the same time there is enough scope 

to offer customized solutions that fall into accordance with the customer 

needs. This way, departments in China or the USA are developing 

production versions for these markets and are already focusing today on 

the agricultural machinery cockpit of tomorrow. The future solutions of the 

HMI expert include for example the Marquardt central control unit with an 

interactive touch screen that gives the user tactile feedback when a 

function is triggered. This is especially helpful when working in a field 

where vibrations and noise complicate functionality. One benefit of this 

display solutions with closed glass surfaces is that they are dust and 

waterproof, allowing them to be easily cleaned.  

Radio remote controls that control the functions of a machine outside of 

the cab, such as the winch on a tractor or the nozzles of a field sprayer, 

are an increasing demanded among agricultural engineers. Even more 

interesting are the drive authorization systems that unlock the machines 

for specific user groups, in addition to telemetry. Operating data and time 

can be tracked, which is relevant in regard to accounting procedures for 

subcontractors. As a partner of leading brands, Marquardt develops 

integrated digital solutions for the agriculture industry and helps to shape 

the future of farmer-machine-interfaces. 
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About Marquardt 

Marquardt, a family-run company founded in 1925 and based in Rietheim-Weilheim, 

Germany, is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of electromechanical and 

electronic switches and switching systems. The products of the mechatronics 

expert are used by many well-known customers in the automotive industry and 

include operating components, vehicle access, driver authorization systems and 

battery management systems. The company’s systems are also used in household 

appliances, industrial applications and power tools. Marquardt Group employs more 

than 11,000 members of staff worldwide at 20 locations in four continents. The 

company generated 1.3 billion euros sales revenue in the fiscal year 2018. Each 

year, Marquardt invests around ten percent of its revenues in research & 

development. 
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For more information about Marquardt go to www.marquardt.com.  

Visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Marquardt.Career.   
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